
 

 

 

 

The publication by the French Government, on September 20, 2019, 

of a « Rural Agenda for France », is a first step! 
The Rural Agenda for France, which specifically echoes the initial call by R.E.D. « For a European Rural 

Agenda » (2016), supported by the organizations of the European Countryside Movement, then the vote by the 

European Parliament (on October 3rd, 2018) of the Resolution in favour of a European Rural Agenda, 

illustrate the challenge and the need to take into account the singular added value of rural territories to 

meet the european challenges of the present and the future. 

The commitment made by the Summit of the Greater Region, a cross-border region, to set up a Reference 

Centre for Rurality (incentivised by the Walloon Minister for Rurality and in collaboration with R.E.D.) is another 

expression of an interregional and European dimension. 
 

R.E.D. intends to recall that the objective of a European Rural Agenda, which should reflect the ambition 

expressed by the President of the European Commission, has the following imperatives: to offer clear 

prospects of sustainable development for rural territories in their diversity, to integrate the COP 21 

agreements and to foster the development of intelligent cooperation between rural and urban areas and to 

mobilize the citizens of rural communities. These are strong and mobilizing signals expected to found the 

certainty of citizens that they can act with and through Europe in their territories of life and activity! 

 The citizens ask in fact by their votes for: 

- A clarification of the european social and economic objectives in a globalized and enlarged Europe, 

which is less protective,  

- More cohesion. They expect an actual translation of this issue into the operational programs of the 

Member States and the Regions.  The Article 174 of the Lisbon Treaty reflects those challenges and the 

necessity to address them!  

- A real consideration of their fundamental rights (Charter of fundamental rights) 

 The citizens demand also to be involved in the definition and the implementation of public policies 

and of regionalized operational programs.  

The european authorities has recommended it for the period 2014-2020 (Common Strategic Framework for 

ESIF) and included it as an option in the preamble of the partnership agreements.  Citizens have too rarely 

observed it. 

R.E.D.’s recommendations for the optimisation of the potential of rural territories by 

capitalizing on the ingenuity of their communities:  
« The ingenuity and resilience of the citizens and territories mobilized in their territories to meet the European and 

national challenges»  

- Establish the European Rural Agenda expected in the political and strategical corpus of the 

European Union (Green Deal, cohesion, CAP…) and in the partnership agreements: 

o An expected transcription in the political guidelines (Cohesion, CAP strategic plan) and budget as 

well as in the regulations of the Structural and Investment Funds: ERDF, ESF, FEADER, EMFF 

(common strategic framework), 

R.E.D. calls for the integration of a European Rural Agenda in 

the political and regulatory corpus of the European Union! 
« Vision for a Europe closer to its citizens, focusing on all its territories! » 
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o A political and regulatory framework essential for Rural proofing (conclusions of the COR/RED 

seminar of May 4, 2017),  

o An insight for the implementation of the recommendations of the RURban experiment (rural-urban 

interrelations), the work of which has continued on the scale of the OECD space. 

- Formalize the notion of rural territory: R.E.D., which had already included a definition in the 

European glossary in 2006, established an internal working group to highlight and promote its added 

value.  It will soon be opened to E.C.M. organizations. 

- Assert the recognition of rural territories as poles of development and innovation. This recognition 

builds on networks of exchanges between actors and territories and must assert itself as a frame of 

reference for « smart villages » or « smart rural territories ». 

- Include the CLLD/LEADER approach and integrated territorial development as a regulatory 

reference framework (partnership agreement) for the implementation of European policies and European 

regionalized programs (the objectives of the Green Deal as new justification). In this context, it will 

involve betting on project territories and: 

o Stimulating and federating citizens’ engagement in interterritorial networks of exchanges 

between actors and innovation. Objective: to overcome demographic, geographic and natural 

handicaps. 

o Integrating specific themes into the development strategies of project territories, by 

accompanying their definition and implementation: 

 local services, education, employment and training, mobility, 

 culture as a driver for social mediation, attractiveness and territorial anticipation of mutations in 

a changing world, 

 biodiversity, energy and climate, 

 habitat and living environment, housing and energy performance, 

 attractiveness, sustainable tourism and nature sport. 

o Proposing and financing, within the framework of territorial development mechanisms and the 

ESIF, support measures for training and innovation.  

o Including measures to support the emergence and development of « Smart Villages », at the 

scale of villages or territories as part of the CLLD territorial development strategies. It is thus 

imperative to guarantee access to very high speed and to take into account digital, ecological, 

climatic, societal transitions …  

- Overcome the rural/agricultural amalgam, which penalizes the stakes of current and future 

development of territories and agriculture, by combining their potentials of development within the 

framework of integrated local development strategies: boosting cooperation between family farming and 

territories (territorial food plans, territorialized sustainable energies, sustainable tourism, cooperation 

between cities and rural territories, services, sustainable materials …). The Green Deal, ecological, 

digital transitions and co-financing options for the EAFRD particularly advocate for this approach! 

- Mobilize, while recognizing their european added value, the remote maritime and continental 

territories. These are also lands of innovation in strategic regions for Europe. 

- Mobilize, in a convergent and proactive way, all the budgetary resources of the European Union to 

finance the strategies of the project territories. R.E.D.’s proposal for a European « Interfund » as a 

reference. 

- Make the most of the multi-level European organization, by promoting optimized interrelations between 

the European Commission, the Member States and their regions.  At stake: greater efficiency, better 

readability of the european project for citizens, boosting the attractiveness of territories with natural, 

geographical handicaps and those impacted by depopulation. The characteristic of Europe is to 

be inhabited everywhere. The Charter of fundamental rights and article 174 of the Treaty in reference.  
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